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Weed Removal and Habitat
Restoration Update by Gerald Moore

We have abouta dozen highly invasive, nonndive weedsthat tend to take over areas where they establish
and chokeout all the other plant species. Thisleadsto serioushabitat degradation and loss of naive
animal species. Our god isto eliminae these invasive species and replace them with natives. Duringthe
past year we have doneextendve spraying of Italian thistle, whichisin an exponential growth phase
alongourlevee trails. We a'so cut and panted all the cardoon plants, which we hopewill eliminate them.
Hand-pulling was used to remove yellow and purple star thistle, bristly ox-tongue and anew invasive
called stinkwort. These weedsfilled several hundeed 3x4-footbags We planted ailmog 2,000 native
plants, mogly grasses plus some shrubsand trees.

In September we conaulted with Dr. Peter Baye, aleading Bay Arearestoration ecologist, aboutour
problems at Shollenberger and got some excellent advice. Peter suggested we focus on establishing along
our levees paches of three ndive species tha spread clondly and will in several years chokeoutthe
annud invasives. Theclond species indudecreeping wild rye, salt grass, and akali heath. Shrubsand
trees can be planted later in areas cut out fromthe clond mats. We will still need to do some weed
removad to get theclond species established since they will need access to sunlight We are also studying
thepotential of usng salty water fromthe pondor river as a weed-killing agent, which may reduce our
need for Roundup.

Starting in Januay, we plan to have weeding and planting parties on Wednesday and Saturday mornings
approximately twice amonth, weather pemitting. For exact details, check our Web site or call 763-3577
or 769-8961 We encourage paticipaion by both individuds and organized groups Themore the
community paticipaes, thebeter this preciouscommunity resource will become.



L ocal Organizations Volunteer
At Shollenberger Park and Alman Marsh by Mary Edith M oore

In Augug, twenty U.S. Coast Guard students from Two Rock came to Alman Marsh with ther teacher,
SabrinaHearst, to repar thetrail and remove nonretive, invasive weeds PWA doaent Peter Colasanti, a
contractor, guided hdf adozen students onthetrail repar. Nearby, Sabrinaand fourteen students worked
with two PWA docentsto removebristly ox-tongue and prickly lettuce. On a damp Octobe morning,
eleven Petaluma Whole FoodsMarket employees arrived at Shollenbeger Park to pull and cut nonnaive,
invasive weedsaongthe east trail. The employees and three PWA docents pulled on gloves, picked up
bags and removed bristly ox-tongueand Italian thistle. Within four hous, thecombined effort of these
two volunteer groupsand afew PWA docents repared thetrail, filled seventy-one4x4-footbagswith the
weeds and trucked thebagsto thedunpger.

The Dream of an I nter pretive/Natur e Center
at Ellis Creek by Gerald Moore

An interpretive/nature center at the new wastewater treatment plant at Gray@ Ranch, now called theEllis
Creek site, haslongbeen a dream of many people in our community. In 2003there was a plan to build
such a center in coopeationwith AudubonCaliforia. That plan fell throughbecause of thefinandal
limitationsfacing Audubon However, they still have an interest in partnering in centers where the
facility is owned by city or other nonpiofit groups With thisin mind, PWA haslocated asite at Ellis
Creek where such a building could be built. We have worked with architect Mary Dooley to create a
possible floor plan and have met with AudubonCaifornia, which expresses an interest in partnering with
usat some level ontheproject. Theconaept isfor PWA to find the grant money to build the structure that
would be owned by the city and staffed by some blend of Audubonprofessionds and community
volunteers, induding PWA docgents. We are now trying to assemble a ten-year busness (or strategic) plan
for such asite. Theentire packagewill be presented to thecity coundl for ther suggestionsand approvd.
On Octobe 18, Dave Catlin, the staffer of Nationd Audubonwho oversees the creation of new
interpretive centers, toured Shollenberger Park with AudubonCaliforniarepresentative BrookelL anggon.
Both were very impressed with our wetlands We are all crossing our finge's and hoping this dream
becomes aredlity. A center would greatly expand the educationd and tourism patentials of our public
wetlands

Casa Grande Native Plant Nursery by John Shribbs

Phase | of the Casa GrandeNative Plant Nursery, completed in summer 2006 contained about 3,000
squae feet for media bing storage, work benches, wash area, hot hous, and shade hous. Three solar
pands powered lights, cooling fan, backup punp, and irrigationtimer. Thelargework area could support
up to thirty students at onetime, butthe actua growing space was only 600 squae feet. The2,000plants
carried over fromthe previousyear were going to bein theway of the 3,000 plants we wanted to grow
thisyear.

Last spring, the school district approved my Phase |1 expangon plan, with fundsfrom the Petaluma
Education Founddion and Sonoma County Water Agency. Thedistrict provided free labor to condruct
thedrainage and irrigation system. Thetotal footprint doublked in size. Both money and time ran out and
the congruction of thedrip system will beddayed until next spring. After thedrip system is completed,



the plant grow-space will at least triple, and containers can be hdd for upto two years so larger trees can
be grown.

Danny Bever, ateacher from Sonoma Mountin High School, and | did mog of the new condruction.
Adult volunteer Terri Duga has come out weekly since last spring to assist in growing opeationsand
supevising students. PWA volunteers also hdped with condruction, pot washing, and plant growth. We
built a 150-galon water trailer and watered last winter@ field planting at Shollenbeger weekly. A school
parent donded a second used trailer, which a student is refurbishing so we can haul plants and compast.
Other donaionsindudea 100-gdlon drum compaoster and a 10x20-foot shade structure for the wash
area. Students built afourth workbench from scrap materials. Thisfall we have an abundance of toyon
and Oregon ash seedlings We planted themgjority of new cells with o&k, wild rose, coffeeberry, and
native grasses and seeded many flats with a variety of locally collected seed. Soonwe will run out of

Space agan.

A representative fromthe Milo Baker chgpter of the California Native Plant Sodety (CNPS) visited our
open hous in Octobe and we set up atentative agreement to offer grow-space for CNPS to produce
plants for thar Octobe fundraiser. An ArgusCourier phaographe took digital pictures at theopen
hous, so we should see a newspgpe article sometime soon. We are now seeking fundsfrom avariety of
sources to complete the drip system and maintain continuousopeations Of course, we also accept
dondions

We will have regular planting parties on weekendsand nursery opeaationsafter school on Thursdays or
Fridays, depending onthe school schedule. We advertise field plantingsthroughPWA email. To
volunteer at thenursery, contact me at jshribbs@comcast.net. Come on out and hep restore our
watershed.

Duck Huntersand the Ellis Creek Property by Bob Dyer

Thefirst days of thedudk huning seasonin late Octobe foundanumber of hurters shooing onthecity-
owned Gray propaty adjacent to Shollenberger, on which thecity is congructing the Ellis Creek Water
Recycling Facility. Now tha the 260acres are owned by the city, shooingthereis agang thelaw. Over
thepast few years, apopubr entry spotfor the hurters has been the parkinglot of abusness called
Phonic Ear (nowup for sale), at the southwestern corner of thebusness park. Oneday | droveover there
and tried to educate the hunters. They pointed outthe propety was notpoded, and onedoes notargue
too longwith big guys carrying shotguns There had been asign at thet entry point several years ago, but
it OnysterioudyOdisappeared. It was notlongthis year before the huniers had condructed new dud
blindswithin clear view of the people who enjoy walking the Shollenberger trail. Park-goas were
saddened and angered by the hunersQectivities.

| contacted Margaret Orr of thecity and soonthereafter city workers destroyed the blinds In late
November, new signswere erected. They read:

TRESPASSING
LOITERING
FORBIDDEN BY LAW
CALIFORNIA CODES
PENAL CODE, SECTION, 52-5555



Hopdully, we have seen thelast of the huniers. However, if they return and you see them there, please
contact PWA.

Life-Blood (Financial) I ssues by Gerald Moore

Our many wondeful educationd and stewardship activities cannothgppen withoutfunds We are a 100-
percent volunteer organization, but supplies, equipment, training, and so on, cos money. Werely ona
mixture of dondionsand small grants for these funds

If you have donded money to PWA in thepast, you automatically became a member of our parent
organization MadroneAudubon.Madroneis oneof our best aliesin wetlandseducation and serves as
our fiscal spon®r in wha is evolvinginto agreat longterm partnership. If you receive aMadrone
membership renewal notice, or if you receive an end-of-year dondion notice from Madrone the money
you send to Madronewill be credited to PWA if you so indicate on the comment line of your check.
Please make outthe actud check to Madrone Audubon.If you have notdonded to PWA in thepast,
please consder doing so this year. Checks made outto Madrone Auduboncan be mailed to PWA at our
pog office boxin Petaluma Y ouwill aso bemade a membe of Madrone Audubon

We appreciate all donaions great or small, and especially want to acknowedgegenerouscontributions
from Econgious RNM Propeties, Bank of theWest, and Clover Stornetta Dairy, al of Petaluma.

PWA Welcomes New Docents by Sharon Mansfield

Thedoaent family of Petaluma WetlandsAlliance has grown. Fifteen new and talented docents
completed the PWA six-week course of ingrudionthisfal. These docents have also shadowed seasoned
docentsin classroomand Shollenberger Park activities during Octobe and November. They are ready to
lead activities in our spring program. Some may even jump into our Winter Migration Tours, which
begin in Januay. Welcome, Kristine Brook, Camille Jordan, Maureen OQReilly, Sandy OQare, Karen
Johnson, Peter Colasanti, Karin Jones, Marian Parker, Kay Quinn, Boyce Quinn, Christine Sheeter, Zee
Marie Mondo,Jackie Hewitt, Sally Rowland, and Pat Carson.

Seasonal docents have worked closely with docentsin training. We now have an active base of more
than thirty docents who are dedicated to suppoting our local wetlandsand providing toursto children
and adults. Towr datesfor classrooms have been added to the spring schedule because of the enthugasm
and readiness of ourlarger group. Thiswill allow more children to learn aboutand enjoy naurein the
wetlands Congratulationsand thanksto all PWA docents.



